
The Basics 

When we’re going 
The in-country dates for the High School DR Team will be July 23rd-30th, 2019. 

Who can join the team 
The High School DR Team is open to incoming 9th graders through exiting 12th graders. 

Who we’re partnering with 
Children of the Nations (COTN) is a Christian nonprofit dedicated to raising children out of 
poverty and hopelessness so they can become leaders who transform their nations. They 
specialize in caring for the most desperate children in some of the poorest countries in 
Africa and the Caribbean. They emphasize caring for the whole child--physically, mentally, 
socially, and spiritually--not just providing temporary relief. Their programs are built to be 
sustainable for the long term, and are led by local, in-country staff members who 
understand the culture and the children. 

Where we’re going 
The city of Barahona is located in the Barahona Province of the Dominican Republic on the 
country’s southern coast. It is a three-hour drive west of Santo Domingo, the capital city. 
Barahona is one of the most important cities on the island as it is a center of sugar 
production and industry, with a very active port and many ecotourism attractions. 
Downtown Barahona is centrally located to COTN’s five Village Partnership Programs in the 
surrounding communities of Algodon, Altagracia, Don Bosco, Los Robles, and Pueblo Nuevo. 

Where we’ll stay 
Casa Bethesda. A large residential property located about five minutes from Children of the 
Nations’ administrative office and medical center in downtown Barahona, “The Casa” serves 
as COTN's mission center in the Dominican Republic and also as base camp for visiting 
Venture participants. 



The complex consists of a large main house with a living area, upstairs bedrooms, and a 
full kitchen where most meals are prepared. The main house and adjacent dormitories 
accommodate approximately 30 people. The buildings have running water, electricity with 
a back-up generator, air conditioning, and an outdoor swimming pool. The grounds are fully 
enclosed by a concrete wall and are staffed with 24-hour guards. 

Trip Costs 
How much will the trip cost? Plan on the trip costing approximately $2000. 

What does the cost cover? The cost of your trip covers round trip airfare, lodging, food, 
airport taxes/visas, in-country transportation, ministry expenses, travel insurance, and 
administrative costs. 

What expenses are NOT included in the cost? In addition to the covered expenses listed 
above, you may incur additional expenses, which are the sole responsibility of the team 
member. This may include things like a passport, passport photos, immunizations, support 
letter expenses (including postage), and spending money for food in the airports/hotels as 
you travel, souvenirs, postcards, optional activities during off time, etc. 

Application and Deadlines 
How do I apply? You may the link to begin the application process on the DR Team pageon 
Summit’s website. 

What are the Deadlines? The following deadlines should be followed for applications and 
submitting payments toward your travel costs. 

• Deadline 1: Submit application with a deposit of $150 by March 31st. 
• Deadline 2: Raise half the total costs by May 14th. 
• Deadline 3: Raise the remaining costs by June 30th. 

(Note: In all situations, don’t despair. Instead, please be in good communication with your 
team leaders regarding your financial support.) 

Team Meetings 
Being a part of this team is more than just one week spent in the Dominican Republic, so 
as part of your trip experience we will have 4 pre-trip team meetings (April, May, June, and 
July) and 4 post-trip team meetings (August, September, October, and November). The times 
and days of these meetings will be determined by the team. 

Support Raising 



How do I raise support? Summit believes the best way to fund your travel costs is to raise 
support by sending letters out to friends and family. This allows you to use your trip as a 
witness to the work God is doing, and gives others an opportunity to be a part of that work. 
Summit provides resources to aid you in writing these letters. 

Will Summit support me financially? Summit works to financially support each team 
member by reducing your participation cost by about 5-10% of the actual cost. This is done 
to show our support to you as a missionary and representative of Summit Church. 

What happens if I raise more support than I need? Support funds raised in excess of the 
needed amount will be directed to ministry efforts in the location of the participant who 
raised the funds. Any funds directed in any other manner would only be done at the request 
of the participant and the approval of the team leader(s) and Summit Church leadership. 

If there are extra funds, can the team leave the money on the field for the community/
missionaries? Any extra funds will remain in Summit’s Global Partnerships budget and used 
in a manner described above. It is not permitted to leave cash donations or material gifts 
with anyone during your time abroad (unless approved ahead of time by the partnering 
organization). Our ministry partners have a strict protocol for these situations and have 
asked us directly not to give gifts of a monetary or material nature. If you feel there might 
be some kind of exception, please talk with your team leader(s) first before making these 
kinds of decisions. 

What happens if I don’t go with the team as planned? Any money raised will go toward 
applicable cancellation charges (airline fees, organizational costs, ground transportation, 
etc.). Please note that if you have not raised enough to cover the amount of cancellation 
charges, you will be expected to contribute the difference. Any remaining funds will be 
used for the team’s project costs. If, due to unforeseen circumstances, you cannot go with 
the team as planned, we will try to refund as much of the money that you personally 
invested, but we cannot refund support money raised elsewhere. 

What happens if I don’t raise enough money? Team members are fully responsible for 
raising or covering all costs prior to departure. If funds aren’t completely raised, 
participants will be responsible for covering the remaining funds personally. At times, there 
are scholarship funds available and Summit deals with each of these instances on a case-
by-case basis. To help things run as smoothly as possible, it is in your best interest to stay 
in good communication with your team leader(s) regarding your financial support. 

How will I know how much money I’ve raised? Your support money will be tracked for you 
through your dashboard on Summit’s Focus Missions website. Your team leaders will also 
be in touch regarding your support status on a regular basis. You can call or email Summit 
Church at anyt ime to get your latest g iv ing record—(407) 897-8130, 
global@summitconnect.org. 

mailto:global@summitconnect.org


COTN’s Involvement in the Dominican Republic 

In 1997, Children of the Nations (COTN) began ministry in the Haitian batey of Algodon. 
Working alongside local leaders, we focused on the most urgent needs—education and 
nutrition—by establishing a feeding center and constructing a school building. 

Today, COTN is active in the poorest villages of the Barahona District of the Dominican 
Republic. Through our Village Partnership Programs, our staff, along with thousands of 
short-term volunteers, have built schools and feeding centers that provide children with 
the education and nutrition that many families are desperately struggling to provide. 
Medical attention, educational tutoring, youth sports events, leadership development, and 
biblical training for children are all among the services that COTN has incorporated into 
our committed efforts to meet the needs of impoverished children. Our hope is to partner 
with the Dominican people to develop long-term systems and business opportunities to 
help them care for their children. We seek to end the cycle of poverty and give these 
precious children a chance at a life far different from the one they have now—a chance to 
become the future leaders their country so desperately needs. 

Dominican Republic Background 

Geography 
The Dominican Republic shares the island of Hispaniola with Haiti, roughly at a 2:1 ratio. 
Both by area and population, the Dominican Republic is the second largest Caribbean 
nation (after Cuba). With its beautiful white sand beaches, impressive mountain ranges 
veined with spectacular rivers and waterfalls, pristine blue waters, and tropical climate, the 
Dominican Republic has become the Caribbean’s second largest tourist destination after 
Puerto Rico, attracting many tourists who stay at the many beachfront resorts. However, by 
extreme contrast, the vast majority of the national population lives in distressed conditions. 
In the most southern regions of the Dominican Republic, nearest the border of Haiti, 
poverty runs rampant and families live in squalor. 

The People 
The ethnic composition of the Dominican Republic consists of two primary people groups: 
Dominicans and Haitian-Dominicans. The majority of the population is Dominican, a racial 
mixture of Afro-Caribbean, Indigenous Caribbean, and European ancestry. Haitian-
Dominicans make up the largest minority and include refugees, undocumented immigrants, 
and second- and third- generation descendants of migrant sugarcane workers brought over 
from Haiti in the mid-1900s. The majority of Haitian-Dominicans, even though they were 
born in the country, are not recognized as citizens by the government and therefore have 
no access to social services such as education or health care. There is much racial strife and 
prejudice between these two co-existing people groups. 



While under Spanish rule during the 15th and late 19th centuries, the Dominican Republic 
employed the social system known as the caste system, categorizing people by their skin 
color. Remnants of this stratification remain to this day. Even though an estimated 90 
percent of the contemporary Dominican population has African ancestry, most Dominicans 
do not self-identify as black. Haitian-Dominicans, regarded as black by Dominicans, occupy 
the bottom of the caste system and are often the target of racial prejudice. 

Both Dominicans and Haitian-Dominicans are vibrant, relational, and community oriented, 
often forming strong bonds with their families and neighbors. 

The official language in the Dominican Republic is Spanish. 

The population of the Dominican Republic is 95 percent Christian, with Catholicism 
accounting for most of that number, and Protestantism making up the remaining portion. 
Voodoo, considered an official religion of Haiti, is also quite prevalent in the Haitian-
Dominican communities though there is no census documentation. 

The Way of Life 
The Dominican Republic enjoys a tropical climate throughout the year with hurricanes 
often striking between June and October. Hurricane season as well as heavy rains can 
wreak havoc on communities, crops, and livestock. Dreams, possessions, and livelihoods are 
often washed away annually. 

Families in the Dominican Republic are generally large and may include cousins or foster 
children. It is very common for multiple generations and extended family to occupy one 
house, often with livestock occupying a small fenced yard around the home. 

Families living in urban locations and those of middle-class to affluent status live in 
homes of cinder-block construction with all the modern amenities including electricity and 
indoor plumbing. Traditional rural homes located in remote villages or occupied by the 
poor are constructed of single layer, palm-wood boards, often with gaps between them, and 
corrugated tin roofs. They have no such amenities (water, electricity, etc.) Often entire 
communities do not contain such “luxuries.” 

Rice and beans are the staple diet in the Dominican Republic, often supplemented with 
fresh fruit or vegetables, and on occasion, meat or fish. 

In rural communities, agriculture and construction are among the primary means to make a 
living. Families living in rural villages typically have minimal farming equipment and earn 
very little money from what they harvest. These families rarely own the land on which they 
live and work. 



In the cities, many families face unemployment due to a lack of training. Many parents try 
to earn a living selling fruits and vegetables or working as gardeners, but it is difficult to 
earn sufficient income to meet the needs of their children. One common way of making a 
living is to engage in small-scale business activities such as sewing, bread making, or 
bicycle repair. These types of micro-businesses constitute 33 percent of employment in the 
Dominican Republic. 

The Challenges 
Since Haitian-Dominicans lack citizenship, they are denied social services (school, medical, 
etc.). And since the Dominican poor often live in rural communities and/or lack resources 
required to access or obtain these services, they often go without. Because of this, the 
children suffer—greatly. And sadly, not much is being done about it—these issues are often 
left for international humanitarian organizations to address. 

Many of the Haitian-Dominicans cannot find work; the Dominican Republic barely has 
enough work for its own people. Living in bateyes (shantytowns originally built for migrant 
sugarcane workers from Haiti in the 1960s), Haitian-Dominican families have no electricity, 
no running water, no roads, no health nor human services, and very little food, clothing, or 
medical supplies. The Dominican poor exist in similar circumstances in numerous 
impoverished communities. 

Girls in impoverished communities often marry or get pregnant as teenagers, some as early 
as eleven years old. A lack of education and/or skills training makes it impossible for these 
young couples or single mothers to properly provide for their children—thus continuing the 
cycle of poverty.


